Flooring business finds benefits in going solar

Londonderry firm earns praise for installing system at office building
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Dan Livingston, founder of Northeast Flooring
Solutions, a commercial flooring installation
company located in Londonderry, wanted his
business to go solar in order to reinvest in the
infrastructure of his office building.

When initially looking for ways to improve the
building, and while building his own home,
Livingston felt like solar was the right thing to
do for both, after watching a news story about
Elon Musk's SolarCity.

Londonderry-based Northeast Floaring Solutions will save
approximately $22,359 in the first year of utilizing its 112.35kWh

After comparing the initial cost of the project solar installation. (Courtesy photo)
with the payback, Livingston decided that going
solar was a good, long-term choice for the business.

“We occupy a portion of the building, and | knew that the improvements would cover us as we grow and
expand,” he said. “It also covers tenants who we share the building with.”

During his research, Livingston discovered an additional benefit to going solar: doing the right thing for
the environment. | feel good that we are doing the right thing for the world because we help supply
energy, but we also support ourselves. It's awin-win, he said.

One of his tenants is Aeration Technologies Inc. owner Russ Sullivan, who also was excited for the solar
project.

“I'm environmentally conscious and worked my entire life in solving environmental issues, particularly
water treatment,” Sullivan said. “It’s the same principle we work with in the industries that have an issue
with wastewater. | can

look at the panels and know we are

positively impacting the environment around us. A lot of people don't understand the long-term positive
impact. | know them because | work with them every day. Everyone can contribute a little bit; we just
have to put a little something out there.”

Amanda Bartley, Northeast Flooring s business manager, shared similar thoughts. " The mental aspect of
the project, that you know you're doing something good, was a huge feel-good benefit to going forward
with the project,” she said.

Eco-friendly

Tax incentives and rebates, combined with a four-year return on investment, also made it clear that the
project was a smart move. The savings is about $22,359 for the first year in electric bill costs, said
Bartley, and the savings will grow as electric utility rates rise.

"The true benefit is the eco-friendly nature of the project,” said Bartley.

BigSky Solar installed the 112.35kWh DC system for Northeast Flooring in March 2019 and it went live
in April. The expected lifetime of the system is about 25 years and generates enough power for the
entire building. It reduces the building's carbon footprint by 2,298 tons of CO2 over the life of the
system — equivalent to planting 53,54 3 trees.

The building is producing Class || Renewable Energy Certificates at $17 per REC. Livingston’s building
produces 115 RECs in a year.

The solar business has been growing, and in New Hampshire, the focus has shifted to commercial
rooftop systems, said Brian Roy, owner of BigSky Solar.

“There is a push from businesses to install this year,” he said.

Chris Brown, another tenant in the building, owns Rescon Basement Solutions. He hopes that more
property owners convert to solar power.

“It's a greatidea. I'm a big fan of renewable energy and taking a progressive step forward to make
buildings energy efficient,” he said.

Aesthetics can be an initial concern for businesses when panels are added to rooftop buildings. “I'll give
that up to make the world better. This project was a positive thing, said Brown.

Livingston encourages business owners to consider solar power as an eco-friendly investment.

"Everyone just has to put a little something out there. While the money savings was a plus side, it's really
about changing how you think in business.’



